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do not leave footmarks, and thus their jinn quality is easily
known if one goes to where they were seen and finds no
tracks. One Arab, to whom it was recounted that English
castles are at night sometimes frequented by headless ladies,
carrying their heads under their arms, evidently thought
more highly of such a country; and clearly to be quite
"jinnless" would not be right.

The next morning we started very early, having made
Sir Andrew as comfortable as we could with pillows and
sheepskin coats in the back of the saloon car. Soon after
starting we came to the little settlement of Umm ar Rabaia,
where lived Ibn Qadhan of the Ajman Ikhwan, three miles
to the north of our course. Afterwards we came upon sandy
tracks, where the cars were soon embedded, and the soldiers
once more had to drag them out. This enforced halting
became quite frequent, and the Shaib, or valley, at Juda
gave us particular difficulty. Pulling out cars and puncture-
mending made every one ready for an early luncheon at the
water-holes of Mishash al Hadi.

Towards evening we saw two palms alone in the desert,
which the Arabs said were a male and a female. None
could explain their growth or survival so strangely isolated
in mid-desert.

We camped in the Summan plain, on a tract called
Barbakh Wabdan, scantily covered with bushes which we
pulled up for the fire, to which we were drawn by the grow-
ing cold as soon as it was lit. Sir Andrew could only walk
with difficulty, and complained that his spine was hurting
him. Hardly were the tents up and Sir Andrew installed
beneath our sheepskin coats than there was a sudden wind-
storm. It blew powerfully, gustily, and then stopped.
When I went out to see the men re-making the camp-fires
the stars were going out one by one, for a raven darkness
was slowly covering over the heavens. As the fires had been
out the evening meal was long in coming. When at last,
late in the night, it was ready we were too sleepy to eat
much of it. As it was taken away slow, heavy spots of rain
began to fell. The men, warned by instinct, hurriedly began